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Viral meningitis: Management, prognosis, and prevention
in children

e ' SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

* Pending results of CSF cultures and virologic
studies, the results of the initial evaluation can be
used to make a provisional diagnosis of bacterial
meningitis, viral meningitis, or unclear etiology
(table 1). The provisional diagnosis is one of

several considerations in the initial Mmanagement.

(See ‘Overview of approach' above.)

* While awaiting the results of bacterial cultures, '
empiric antimicrobial therapy for bacterial

meningitis should be provided to patients in
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