
The advantage of having Embase, 
APA PsycInfo and MEDLINE on Ovid®

The availability of the 3 big bibliographic databases, Embase, MEDLINE and APA PsycInfo, combined on one research platform 
for multi-database searching is an advantage that most other platforms do not have. It provides you with a seamless search 
experience, making Ovid the preferred research platform for researchers, information professionals, and medical writers. 
Each database has its own specialized, controlled vocabulary in Emtree, MESH, and the APA thesaurus, and uniquely, Ovid’s 
UMLS-based medical lexicon for all of them.

Basic Search
Ovid’s Basic Search uses Natural Language 
Processing (NLP) which returns results in 
relevance ranked order non-indexed search 
results for novices. For new and experienced 
users looking to find quick but highly 
relevant results, the NLP algorithm allows 
them to submit complete sentences or 
questions. The Basic search query is 
automatically expanded by including related 
terms, which use Ovid’s UMLS-based medical 
lexicon.

Advanced Search
For novices, the Ovid default in an Advanced Search is seamless; there's no need to know complex syntax. It automatically 
searches unqualified terms using Ovid’s unique multipurpose field, assuring results most often find relevant articles. It 
defaults to search in the relevant fields for each of the specific databases, including abstract, headings, subheadings, key 
concepts, title, table of contents, and other descriptive fields, filtering out the noise that would be introduced if all fields 
were to be included in a default search. Ovid Term Finder for MeSH, Emtree and the APA Thesaurus allows users to quickly 
prepare structured searches taking full advantage of the thesaurus tools.
For seasoned searchers and information specialists advanced search o�ers a wealth of search tools including search history 
sharing, Ovid Analyzer, and extensive limit options like Clinical Queries Special Ovid filters and Expert searches.



Advanced Search (continued)

Analyzer: Quickly analyze results up to 5000 records to create improved search strategies utilizing 
Ovid AI tools.

Clinical Queries: The clinical queries provided on each of the 3 big bibliographic databases, Embase, 
MEDLINE and APA PsycInfo, provide fast access to validated search filters for “Review Articles,” 
“Therapy” or “Qualitative Studies.” Limiting using Clinical Queries will restrict retrieval to clinically 
sound studies for all categories. Ovid Filters and Expert Searches to find existing validated searches 
as examples or starting points for literature research.

Embase
Embase's expertise in pharmacology, alongside its comprehensive international content, makes it 
an indispensable resource for in-depth research, pharmacovigilance, and the study of medical 
devices. Recognized as one of the essential bibliographic tools, Embase is accepted and 
recommended by leading authorities such as the EMA, FDA, and Cochrane for literature reviews, 
regulatory compliance, post-market surveillance, and clinical evaluations.

Monitoring of medical literature -EMBASE
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/documents/other/monitoring-medical-literature-entry-relevant-information-eudravigilance
-database-european-medicines-agency-embase_en.pdf

https://www.cochrane.org/authors/handbooks-and-manuals/handbook/current/chapter-04#section-4-3-1

https://www.fda.gov/regulatory-information/search-fda-guidance-documents

Ovid MEDLINE
While the core of MEDLINE is covered in Embase, a thorough literature review 
cannot be done without searching Ovid MEDLINE separately. Ovid MEDLINE 
provides the same coverage in comparison to PubMed, and its implementation of 
MeSH(Medical Subject Headings) on Ovid considered the standard for precision 
searching among professional literature researchers. Like Embase, MEDLINE is 
one of the essential bibliographic resources recommended and accepted by the 
EMA, FDA, and Cochrane for literature reviews.

APA PsycInfo
Ovid's Advanced search focuses subject searching on the APA thesaurus. Major competitors’ subject 
searching may include other fields by default with the APA thesaurus. For expert searches and 
searches that you need to replicate, Ovid’s subject searching is deeper, easier, and more accurate 
than the major competition.
Thanks to Ovid Term Finder and the APA Thesaurus tools, users can see at a glance if there are 
narrower terms or related items at all layers of the APA Thesaurus hierarchy. These Ovid features save 
you time and e�ort.

Award-winning Support 
and Consultative Services

Ovid’s award-winning 
support teams help 
implement tools into your 
library for the most 
optimized deployment, 
promotion, training, 
configuration, and 
customization.
24/7 support is available in 
over 20 di�erent languages.

The global Customer Engagement 
team has attained best-in-class 
recognition through Omega 
Management Group’s NorthFace 
ScoreBoard Award™ for superior 
customer satisfaction scores for 
the last five years running.

Request your free trail today!
Contact your Ovid Representative to learn more or email sales@ovid.com.
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https://tools.ovid.com/ovidgo/videos/watch.php?id=297

The FDA typically avoids endorsing specific commercial databases in its formal guidance. Instead, it refers to general 
principles for literature review, such as using comprehensive, peer-reviewed sources and indexing systems. 

Searching for and selecting studies




